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THE CHALLENGE AND THE 
SOLUTION

LGA : councils can influence 80% of 
emission from their places, have 
direct influence over 1/3rd of 
emissions and have direct 
responsibility for 3-5% of emissions.

“The position of councils as place-
shapers, convenors of communities 
and local partners, asset owners, 
problem solvers and significant 
purchasers puts them at the forefront 
of delivering real tangible changes in 
the transition to net zero.”



Lord Deben Quote

“We need to have a better partnership between the 
government & local government, I don’t just mean 
the county & district councils, but also the parish 

councils who have a real part to play.”  - November 
2021

“Altogether, we are failing to deliver. And I think the 
whole political system is responsible.” – June 2023

Lord Deben



THE NEXT PANDEMIC:

MAKE A CLIMATE CHANGE

• 40 % of local councils have declared a 
climate emergency

• Working with other agencies and tiers of 
government to develop action plans and 
build into recovery planning

• Vital leadership role, a link between and 
with communities

• Excellent local knowledge and 
understanding of needs

• Do something simple and bring 
communities with you

• Talk to and engage with local groups, you 
can be the point of collaboration

• Trusted local voices providing information 
and support



NALC’S WORK ON CLIMATE CHANGE

• One of our big themes

• Declared climate emergency in 2019, 
Task and Finish Group to drive our work

• Dedicated webpage

• Resources, information, advice and case 
studies

• Climate emergency network (330 
members)

• Identify/lobby for change in 
laws/barriers

• Engage with Environment Bill

• Collaborate with other stakeholders 
including government to fit local councils 
into puzzle of tackling climate change

• Net zero forum member



CASE STUDIES ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Published case studies of practical steps 
councils are taking including on:

• biodiversity

• carbon off-setting

• climate forums

• community projects

• greener housing

• electric charging points

• energy

• heating

• green travel (and more!) 

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/our-work/climate-change/3297-climate-change-case-studies/file


MAKE A CLIMATE CHANGE: EAST MIDLANDS/EASTERN

• Kidworth Beaumont Parish Council worked with the district council on installation of 
electric vehicle (EV) charging points

• Market Deeping Parish Council and Deepings St James Parish Council, runner’s up in 
The People’s Award at Transport Planning Day 2019 with ‘Green Walk’ initiative in 
neighbourhood plan for new developments, all new footpaths required to be ‘safe, 
accessible, attractive, and rationally linked to existing routes.’

• Woodbridge Town Council’s Green Vein project aims to restore and optimise green 
infrastructure, commitment to plant 250 trees a year, issuing more Tree Preservation 
Orders and increasing environmental citizenship

• Felixstowe Town Council declared climate emergency, EV charging points partnering 
with County Council on ‘Plugin Suffolk’, Repair Café to encourage repairing items and 
Library of Things to enable easy borrowing, obtains energy from 100% renewable 
energy supplier and introduced cycle to work scheme and encouraging car sharing



• December 2018 declared climate emergency, 
committed to going carbon neutral by 2030

• Solar funding project helps residents install solar 
panels at discounted rate

• Hosted climate change talks for other local 
councils

• Created climate emergency paper, shared for 
other councils to follow

• Promotes green transport such as electric 
vehicles, car sharing, public transport, cycling, 
walking

• Sharing hub for household items, community 
fridge to reduce waste

• Looking into a council owned wind turbine

MAKE A CLIMATE CHANGE: FROME 
TOWN COUNCIL



PARTNERSHIP WORKING KEY

The Winchester Climate Action Network (WeCAN) project aims to engage parish 
councils, community groups and residents in the Winchester district and inspire 
them to take action against climate change

• Surveyed parish councils to find out climate emergency activity

• Carbon footprint report prepared for each parish

• Climate action planning workshops

• Carbon reduction initiatives identified

Partnership working will be crucial – 27m homes will need to be retrofitted by 
2050 for example, a new role for neighbourhood plans?



MAKE A CLIMATE CHANGE: QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE

• Legally binding target to achieve 16.5% tree 
cover by 2050 (currently 14.5%)

• Trees important to local councils: parks, open 
spaces, allotments, playing fields

• Trees important to all of us: to breathe, 
combat climate change, mental/physical 
health, wildlife, flooding

• Tree planting

• Tree Charter project

• Queen’s Platinum Jubilee…’plant a tree for 
the Jubilee’

• Free trees from Woodland Trust



Youth in a Changing Climate



REPORT FINDINGS

• “92% said tackling climate change and protecting the environment is important 
to them personally.”

• “When asked what type of environmental action they would like to be involved 
in, most popular answers were making changes to their lifestyle (64%) and 
volunteering with local environmental projects (55%).”

• BUT young people “…were not aware of what environmental activities were 
happening locally to them or how to get involved…although many local 
authorities are developing climate action plans…knew very little about what 
decisions were being made in their area and how they could have a say.”

• YP “reiterated the importance of having good quality natural spaces close to 
where they live…investment in parks/green spaces can increase interest in 
nature & environment within the community…bringing wide range of benefits 
to health, social connections, & the local economy.”



Your Local Council Needs You



LINKS/RESOURCES :

• NALC website including ‘what can your local council do?’, 
‘Trusted companies and funding’ and themes of climate action

• Friends of the Earth ‘20 actions parish and town councils can 
take on the climate and nature emergency’

• DEFRA ‘Adapting to climate change: A guide for local councils’

• Climate Action ‘Climate Action Plan for councils’

• The Woodland Trust, The Tree Charter and tree management

• LGA climate change hub

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/climate-change
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/reports/20-actions-parish-and-town-councils-can-take-climate-and-nature-emergency
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/218798/adapt-localcouncilguide.pdf
https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/get-your-council-adopt-climate-action-plan
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/protecting-trees-and-woods/campaign-with-us/emergency-tree-plan/
https://treecharter.uk/
LGA%20climate%20change%20hub

